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CHAPTER 16 

 

TRAFFIC CODE. 
 

 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL. 
 

Sec. 16-1.  Short title 

 

The provisions of this chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Traffic Code of the Town of 

Amherst, or as the Town Traffic Code1. (Code 1965, Section 7-1.) 

 

Sec. 16-2.  Adoption of state law. 
 

Pursuant to the authority of section 46.2-1313 of the Code of Virginia all of the provisions and 

requirements of the laws Virginia in title 46.2. and article 2 of chapter 7 of title of the Code of Virginia, and in 

effect on July 1, 1993 except those provisions which are contained in this chapter and except those provisions 

and requirements the violation of which constitutes a felony, and except those provisions and requirements 

which by their very nature can have no application to or within the town, are hereby adopted and incorporated 

in this chapter by reference and made applicable within the town. References to "highways of state contained in 

such provisions and requirements hereby adopted shall be deemed to refer to streets, highways and other public 

ways within the town. Such provisions and requirements are hereby adopted mutatis mutandis, and made a part 

of this chapter as fully as though set forth at length herein, and it shall be unlawful for any person, within the 

town to violate or fail, neglect, or refuse to comply with any provision of title 46.2. or of article 2 of chapter 7 

of title 18.2. of the Code of Virginia which is adopted by this section; provided, that in no event shall the 

penalty imposed for the violation of any provision or requirement hereby adopted exceed the penalty imposed 

for a similar offense under title 46.2. or under article 2 of chapter 7 of title 18.2. of the Code of Virginia. 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1-13.39.2 of the Code of Virginia, future amendments to the 

sections of the Code of Virginia that are incorporated by reference in this section are also incorporated by 

reference herein. (Amended September 13, 1993)  

 

Sec. 16-3.  Repealed. 

 

                     
1For charter provisions as to the authority of Town Council to regulate the operation and speed of vehicles on the streets and 

highways within the town, see Char., art. VII Section 1, subsec. (1). As to authority of town to regulate vehicles carrying passengers 

for hire; to regulate to use of motor vehicles upon the streets; to prescribe routes for carriers and trucks; and generally to prescribe 

such regulations concerning traffic as may be necessary for the general welfare and safety, see Char., art, IX. Section 1, subsec. (25). 

For state law as to authority of towns to regulate the operation of vehicles, fix speed limits, designate stop and yield intersections, 

prohibit use of certain streets to certain types of vehicles and to prescribe special routes through town, to regulate pedestrian traffic, to 

install traffic-control devices, to regulate vehicle parking, etc. see Code of Virginia, Sections 46.2-1219, 46.2-1300 through 46.2-

1304, 46.2-1305 through 46.2-1310 and 46.2-1313. As to town parking regulations generally, and authority to install parking meters, 

see Code of Virginia Section 46.2-1220. As to authority of towns to designate limited access streets, See Code of Virginia, Section 

15.2-2026. 
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Sec. 16-4.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-5.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-6.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-7.  Authority of fire department officials to direct traffic. 

 

Members of the fire department may direct or assist the police in directing traffic in the immediate 

vicinity of a fire, while so acting, shall have the authority of police officers. (Code 1965, Section 7-14.) 

 

Sec. 16-8.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-9.  Washing, greasing, etc., vehicle on street or sidewalk. 

 

No person shall wash, polish or grease a vehicle upon a public street or sidewalk, nor shall the owner 

of a vehicle permit it to be washed, polished or greased upon a public street or sidewalk. (Code 1965, 7-13.) 

 

Sec. 16-10.  Parades and processions - Permit required; exceptions; regulations generally. 

 

No procession or parade, excepting funeral processions or convoys of the armed forces of the United 

States or of the state and the forces of the police and fire departments of the county or town, shall occupy, 

march or proceed along any street except in accordance with a permit issued by the Town Council or it's duly 

authorized agent, and such other regulations as set forth in this chapter which may apply. 

 

Sec. 16-11  Same - Driving through funeral or other processions; manner of driving in 

funeral processions. 

 

No operator of a vehicle shall drive between the vehicles, persons or animals comprising a funeral or 

other authorized procession, except when otherwise directed by a police officer. This provision shall not apply 

to the specified emergency vehicles as defined in section 46.2-1019 of the Code of Virginia. 

 

Each driver in a funeral procession shall drive as near to the right hand edge of the roadway as is 

practicable and shall follow the vehicle ahead as close is practicable and safe. 

 

Sec. 16-12.  Same - Identification of vehicles in funeral procession; right of way. 

 

All motor vehicles participating in a funeral procession,when proceeding to any place of burial, shall 

display illuminated head lamps thereon and such other identification as the chief of police may prescribe. 

 

All motor vehicles so designated shall have the right of way over all other vehicles, except fire 

apparatus, ambulances and police vehicles at any street or highway intersection within the town and may 

proceed through a stop street or signaled intersection with proper caution and safety. (Code 1965, Section 7-16.) 

 

Sec. 16-13.  Repealed. 
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Sec. 16-14   Unlawful riding. 
 

No person shall ride on any vehicle upon any portion thereof not designed or intended for the use of 

passengers. This provision shall not apply to an employee engaged in the necessary discharge of a duty, or to 

persons riding within truck bodies in space intended for merchandise. (Code 1965, Section 7-18.) 

 

Sec. 16-15.  Unnecessary noise in the operation of motor vehicles. 
 

(a) No vehicle shall be loaded with materials likely to create loud noises by striking together, 

without using every reasonable effort to deaden the noise. 

 

(b) The use in, upon or attached to any motor vehicle operating upon any street of the town of any 

radio, phonograph, musical instrument, bell, whistle, loud speakers, amplifier or device of any kind whatsoever 

whereby sound therefrom is cast upon any street to promote or advertise the sale of goods, wares or 

merchandise, or for the purpose of advertising auction sales, sporting events or other business or things 

advertised thereby, is prohibited. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to motor vehicles driven in a 

duly authorized parade. The use of a loudspeaker on a motor vehicle for making auction sales in streets directly 

in front of the property then being sold, and entirely outside of the business districts of the town shall not be 

construed as a violation of this subsection when such use is limited strictly to the selling at auction of property. 

 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person in operating a motor vehicle or motorcycle within the town 

to create in the operation thereof any unreasonably loud, disturbing or unnecessary noise. 

 

(d) In operating a motor vehicle or motorcycle, the following acts, among others, are declared to 

create loud, disturbing and unnecessary noises in violation of this section, but such enumeration shall not be 

deemed to be exclusive, namely; 

 

 (1) The use of a motor vehicle or motorcycle so out of repair as to cause thereby loud and 

unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or any of such noises, or any other noise. 

 

 (2) The practice of unnecessary racing of the motor of a motor vehicle or motorcycle while 

standing or moving thereby causing unnecessary noise from such motor. 

 

 (3) The practice of unnecessarily retarding the spark to the motor of the motorcycle and thereby 

causing unnecessary, loud explosive noise form the motor. 

 

 (4) On starting a motor vehicle or motorcycle from a standing position, the practice of gaining 

speed unnecessarily quickly and thereby causing unnecessary and loud noises from the motor 

and the screeching of tires, or other such noises. 

 

 (5) The practice of coming to an unreasonably quick stop with a motor vehicle or motorcycle and 

thereby causing unnecessary grinding of brakes and screeching of tires or either of such 

noises. (Code 1965, Section 7-21.) 

 

Sec. 16-16.  Throwing or depositing glass, etc., upon street, etc. Repealed. 

 
See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. Or for 
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corresponding provisions of state law, see Section 18.2-324, Code of Virginia. 

 

Sec. 16-17.  Tail gates on vehicles. 

 

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any truck, trailer or other vehicle equipped with a tail gate to 

lower or open the tail gate thereon, or to suffer or permit such tail gate to be lowered or opened, except during 

the time the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded, and except during the time the vehicle necessitates a lowered 

or opened tail gate as a support for the load. It shall be the duty of the operator of any such vehicle to see that 

the tail gate on such vehicle is kept closed or raised, except during the times hereinbefore specified. Any 

person who violates the provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than five dollars nor 

more than twenty dollars for each offense. (Code 2-14-1973) 

 

Sec. 16-18.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-19.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-20.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-21.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-22.  Repealed.  

 

Sec. 16-23  Temporary removal and disposition of vehicles involved in accidents. 
 

Whenever a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer involved in an accident is found upon the highways or 

streets in the town and is so located as to impede the orderly flow of traffic, the police may at no cost to the 

owner or operator remove such motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer from the highways or streets to some point 

in the vicinity where such motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer will not impede the flow of traffic. (Code 2-14-

1973) 
  

Sec. 16-24  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-25.  Opening and closing vehicle doors. 

 

No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic unless and 

until it is reasonably safe to do so, and can be done without interfering with the movement of other traffic, nor 

shall any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle to moving traffic for a period of time longer than 

necessary to load or unload passengers. (12-10-69.) 

 

Sec. 16-26.  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-27  Repealed. 

 

Sec. 16-28.  Repealed. 
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Sec. 16-29.  Violations and penalties generally; compliance with Chapter 16. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse, fail or neglect to comply with any of the provisions of this 

chapter or any rule or regulation promulgated pursuant thereto. 

 

Every person convicted of a violation of the provisions of this chapter or rule or regulation 

promulgated and pursuant to the authority granted in section 46.2-1300, Code of Virginia, for which no other 

penalty is provided, such violations shall constitute traffic infractions punishable by a fine of not more than one 

hundred dollars. For corresponding provisions of state law see Section 46.2-113, Code of Virginia. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE II. 

 

DRIVING WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL, NARCOTIC OR OTHER  

DRUG. 

 

Sec. 16-30.  Repealed.  

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 
 

Sec. 16-31.  Repealed. 

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 
 

Sec. 16-32.  Repealed. 
See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 

 

Sec. 16-33.    Repealed. 

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 
 

Sec. 16-34.  Repealed. 

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 
 

Sec. 16-35.  Repealed. 

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 
 

Sec. 16-36  Repealed. 

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety. 
 

Sec. 16-37.  Repealed. 

See Amherst Town Code, Chapter 11, Crimes and Offenses, Article IV., Crimes Involving Health and Safety 
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ARTICLE III. 

 

STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING 

 

DIVISION I. 

 

Sec. 16-38.1.  Obedience to parking signs, painted lines, and devices. 
 

A. Pursuant to the Code of Virginia, Section 46.2-1219, it shall be unlawful, within the Town of 

Amherst, for any person to park any vehicle in shopping center parking lots designed to 

accommodate fifty (50) or more vehicles, except in those locations designated for parking by 

signs or by painted lines and in no case shall any person park a vehicle so as to interfere with 

designated fire lanes. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle, or to permit a vehicle to remain parked, 

at any place within the Town of Amherst, contrary to or in violation of the notice or directive 

of any traffic control sign, marking, device, crosswalk, or yellow painted curbing which has 

been installed by the Department of Transportation or by the Town of Amherst pursuant to 

law.  
(Amended July 11, 2007.) 

 

Sec. 16-39.  Parking in spaces reserved for persons with disabilities; Penalty. 

 

A. No vehicles other than those displaying disabled parking license plates, organizational 

removable windshield placards, or temporary removable windshield placards issued under 

VA Code §46.2-1247, or disabled parking license plates issued under subsection B of 

VA Code §46.2-739 shall be parked in any parking spaces reserved for person with 

disabilities. 

B. Any uniformed police officer employed by the town of Amherst is authorized to issue 

summons and parking tickets for violations of this section without the necessity of a summons 

or warrant being obtained by the owner of a private parking area (VA Code §46.2-1242, 

Subsection B.2). 

C. Parking a vehicle in a space reserved for persons with disabilities in violation of this section 

shall be punishable by a fine of $100.00. 
(Reference VA Code §46.2-1242; Adopted April 14, 2004) 

 

Sec. 16-40. Repealed.  (July 11, 2007.) 

 

Sec. 16-40.1 Prohibited parking. 
 

A. It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any part of South Main Street or North Main Street 

or on Second Street from the intersection with. South Main Street to the intersection with 

Depot Street between the hours of 1:00 A.M and 6:00 A.M.  

B. No person shall park any truck or motor vehicle of more than 18,000 pounds gross weight, or 

any trailer or semi trailer, whether or not attached to a tractor, on any street for longer than 

two hours, except that this section shall not apply to trucks, trailers or semi trailers so parked 

while actually engaged in loading or unloading.  In no case shall any such vehicle be parked 

in a manner as to obstruct the vision of vehicles entering or exiting public or private 

driveways or roadways. 
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C. No person shall park a truck or motor vehicle used for the purpose of transporting any 

explosive or more than 50 gallons of gasoline, kerosene, benzyl, naphtha, or other volatile or 

hazardous materials on any street or alley, between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M, 

regardless of whether such vehicle is loaded or empty. No person shall park any such vehicle 

in any residential zone for any length of time or purpose other than for the purpose of actual 

delivery of goods or materials. 

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to allow any motor vehicle, house trailer, camping trailer, 

trailer designated for the transportation of any freight or goods or livestock, or any other 

trailer or apparatus of any kind whatsoever designated to be attached or pulled by a motor 

vehicle, to remain in the same location on any street in the Town of Amherst for a longer 

period of time than two hours.  

E. Any person convicted of violating this section shall be fined not less than fifty dollars nor 

more than one hundred dollars for each violation. 
 (Code 1965, Section 7-111.  Amended July 11, 2007.) 

 

Sec. 16-41.  Authority to establish Temporary No Parking Zones. 

 

The Chief of Police, his or her designate, or the Town Manager may  establish a temporary no parking 

zones for the purpose of controlling parking for a period of time  prior to and during special events, parades, 

maintenance projects, or as necessary to safely control the flow of traffic. No such temporary No Parking Zone 

may remain in effect longer than thirty (30) days without approval of the Town Council. 
(Adopted July 11, 2007.) 

 

Sec. 16-42. Parking a vehicle on the streets which does not bear a current license plate and a valid 

State inspection certificate or sticker. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle on the streets or highway in this town which 

does not bear a current State license plate and a valid State inspection certificate. 
(Amended July 11, 2007.) 

 

Sec. 16-43.  Angle parking. 

 

Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this chapter, the council may, when in it's discretion, the 

public interest so requires, provide angle parking on any street or portion thereof; provided, however, that such 

streets are marked so as to apprise an ordinarily observant person of regulation.  
(Code 1965, Section 7-120.) 

 

Sec. 16-44.  Backing up to curb. 

 

No vehicle shall be backed up to a curb, except during the time actually engaged in loading or 

unloading merchandise therefrom.  
(Code 1965, Section 7-116.) 

 

Sec. 16-45.  Manner of using loading zones. 
 

Where a loading and unloading zone has been set apart by authority of the town council in accordance 

with applicable provisions of this chapter, following regulations shall apply with respect to the use of such 

areas: 
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(a) No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time, other than for the 

expeditious unloading and delivery of materials, in any place marked as a curb loading zone during 

hours when the provisions applicable to such zones are in effect. All delivery vehicles other than 

regular delivery trucks using such loading zones shall be identified by the owner's or company name in 

letters three inches high on both sides of the vehicle. 

(b) The driver of a passenger vehicle may stop temporarily in a space marked as a curb loading zone for 

the purpose of, and actually engaged in, loading or unloading passengers or bundles when such 

stopping does not interfere with a vehicle used for the transportation of materials which is waiting to 

enter or is about to enter such loading zones.  
(Code 1965, Section 7-122.) 

 

Sec. 16-46.  Manner of using bus stop. 
 

Where a bus stop has been set apart by authority of the town council in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of this chapter, the following regulations shall apply as to the use thereof: 

 

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop, when such stop or stand 

has been officially designated and appropriately signed, except the driver of a passenger vehicle may 

temporarily stop therein for the purpose of and while actually engaged in the expeditious loading or unloading 

of passengers when such stopping does not interfere with any bus waiting to enter such zone. 
 (Code 1965, 7-123.) 

 

Sec. 16-47.  Removal and disposition of unattended vehicles generally. 
 

Whenever any vehicle, trailer or semitrailer is found on the public streets or public grounds unattended 

by the owner or and constitutes a hazard to traffic or is parked in such manner as to be in violation of law or 

whenever any vehicle, trailer or semitrailer is left unattended for more than ten days upon any privately owned 

property other than the property of the owner of such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer within the Town, or is 

abandoned upon such privately owned property, without the permission of the owner, lessee or occupant 

thereof, any such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer may be removed for safekeeping by or under the direction of a 

police officer to a storage or garage area; provided, that no vehicle shall be removed from privately owned 

premises without the written request of the owner, lessee or occupant thereof. The person at whose request 

such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer is removed from privately owned property shall indemnify the Town against 

any loss or expense incurred by reason of removal, storage or sale thereof. Each removal shall be reported 

immediately to the police department, and notice thereof shall be given to the owner of the vehicle, trailer or 

semitrailer as promptly as possible. 

 

The owner of such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, before obtaining possession thereof, shall pay to the 

town all reason able costs incidental to the removal, storage and locating the owner of such vehicle, trailer or 

semitrailer. 

 

Should such owner fail or refuse to pay the cost or should the identity or whereabouts of such owner be 

unknown and unascertainable after a diligent search has been made, and after notice to him at his last known 

address and to the holder of any lien of record in the office of the Division of Motor Vehicles of this state 

against the vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, the Chief of Police or other officer designated by the Town Council 

may, after holding the vehicle, trailer or semitrailer sixty days and after due notice of sale, dispose of the same 

at public sale and the proceeds from the sale shall be forwarded by the selling officer to the Town Treasurer; 
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provided, that if the value of such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer be determined by three disinterested dealers or 

garagemen to be less than fifty dollars which would be incurred by such advertising and public sale it may be 

disposed of by private sale or junked. The Town Treasurer shall pay from the proceeds of sale the cost of 

removal, storage, investigation as to ownership and liens and notice of sale, and the balance of such funds shall 

be held by him for the owner and paid to the owner upon satisfactory proof of ownership. If no claim has been 

made by the owner for the proceeds of such sale, after the payment of the above mentioned cost of fifty dollars, 

the funds may be deposited to the general fund or any special fund of the Town. Any such owner shall be 

entitled to apply to the Town within three years from the date of such sale and if timely application is made 

therefore, the Town shall pay the same to the owner without interest or other charges. No claim shall be made 

nor shall any suit, action or proceeding be instituted for the recovery of such funds after three years from the 

date of such sale.  
(Code 1965, 7-124.) 

 

Sec. 16-48. Contracts with private persons for removal, etc. of vehicles under preceding section. 
 

The Town shall have the power to enter into contracts with the owners or operators of garages or 

places for the removal or storage of vehicles referred to in the preceding section. The contracts shall provide 

for the payment by the Town of reasonable charges for the removal and storage of such vehicles, shall require 

such owners or operators to deliver such vehicles to the owners thereof or their agents upon demand therefor, 

upon furnishing satisfactory evidence of identity and ownership or agency and upon payment of such removal 

and storage charges, and that the owners or operators of such garages or places of storage shall indemnify the 

owners of such vehicles for injury or damage thereto resulting from the negligent removal or storage thereof, 

and such owners or operators shall be required to provide themselves with adequate liability insurance to cover 

such indemnity.  
(Code 1965, 7-125.) 

 

Sec. 16-49.  Sale of personal property found in unattended, etc., vehicles. 
 

Any personal property found in any unattended or abandoned motor vehicle, trailer or semi trailer may 

be sold incident to the sale of any such vehicle as authorized in section 16-47. 

 

Sec. 16-50.  Parking on private property generally. 
 

No person shall stand or park a vehicle on any private lot or lot area without the express or implied 

consent of the owner thereof. Whenever signs or markings have been erected on any lot or lot area, contiguous 

or adjacent to a street, thoroughfare or alley, indicating that no vehicles are permitted to stand or park thereon, 

it shall be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle across any curb or lot line or over any driveway from a 

street or alley into such lot or area for the purpose of standing or parking such vehicle, or for any person to 

stop, stand or park any vehicle in such lot or lot area.  
(Code 1965, 7-112.) 

 

Sec. 16-51. Leaving vehicles upon private property prohibited; removal and disposition thereof; 

notice of disposition. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to leave any vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or part thereof, on private 

property of any other person without his consent. 

 

Upon complaint of the owner of the property on which such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or part 
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thereof, has been abandoned for more than five days, such vehicle, trailer or semi trailer or part thereof, is so 

removed shall indemnify the Town against any loss or expense incurred by reason of removal, storage or sale 

thereof. 

 

In the case of the removal of a vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or part thereof, from private property, 

when the same cannot be readily sold, such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, or part thereof, may be disposed of in 

such manner as the Town Council may provide. 

 

In all other respects, the provisions of section 16-47 shall apply to such removals; provided, that 

disposal of a vehicle, trailer or semitrailer may at the option of the Town Council be carried out under either 

the provisions of section 16-47 or under the provisions of this section, after a diligent search for the owner, 

after notice to him at his last known address and to the holder of any lien of record in the office of the Division 

of Motor Vehicles of this state against such vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, and after the vehicle, trailer or 

semitrailer has been held at least sixty days. 

 

The Division of Motor Vehicles shall be notified of the disposition of any vehicle, trailer or semitrailer 

under section 16-47 or the provisions hereof.  
(Code 1965, 7-127.) 

 

Sec. 16-52. Removal of trespassing vehicles by owners of property upon which trespass occurs. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any owner, operator or lessee of any parking area or space therein or part 

thereof, or of any other lot or building, including the Town, to have any motor or other vehicle, occupying such 

lot, area, space or building or part thereof without the permission of such owner, operator, lessee or authorized 

agent or the one having control of such premises removed by towing or otherwise to a licensed garage for 

storage until called for by it's owner or his agent; provided, that notice of such action shall be first or 

simultaneously therewith given to at least one of the town police officers; provided further, that in the event of 

such removal and storage the owner of the vehicle involved shall be chargeable with and such vehicle may be 

held for a reasonable charge for it's removal and storage. This section shall not apply to police, fire or public 

health vehicles or when a vehicle shall, because of a wreck or other emergency, be parked or left temporarily 

upon the property of another.  
(Code 1965, 7-126.) 
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Sec. 16-53.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-54.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-55. Marking of parking spaces.  

The Town Manager shall cause parking spaces to be marked in areas he/she deems appropriate, or as 

directed by Council. Such markings to indicate clearly the limits of each space wherein a vehicle may lawfully 

be parked.  
(Amended January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-56.  Manner of Parking. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle in any parking space referred to in Section 16-55 

except within the lines and markings so established. 

 

B. When a parking space is parallel with the adjacent curb or sidewalk, any vehicle parked in such parking 

space shall be parked so that the foremost part of the vehicle shall be oriented in the direction of the flow of 

traffic. When a parking space is diagonal to the curb or sidewalk, any vehicle parked in such parking space 

shall be parked with the foremost part of such vehicle directed at and nearest to the curb. 

 

C. In areas where there are no parking spaces marked, a vehicle parked on a public street shall be oriented in 

the direction of traffic flow.   
(Amended July 11, 2007 and January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-57.  Repealed.  (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-58.  Limited Time Parking in Certain Areas. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to permit a vehicle to remain or to be parked in any parking space 

designated for limited time parking by signs, decals, or painted markings if such vehicle has already been 

parked beyond the period of time prescribed for such parking space. It shall be unlawful for any person to 

cause, allow, permit or suffer any vehicle registered in his name to be parked overtime or beyond the period of 

legal parking time established for any parking zone. 

 

B. The following areas are designated as two hour parking zones and shall be in effect from 9:00am until 5:00 

pm Monday through Saturday: South Main Street from the intersection of Lee Street to the Intersection of Star 

Street, Second Street from South Main Street to Depot Street, the entirety of East Court Street and the entirety 

of Goodwin Street. There shall be no time limit in effect during Town Holidays. 

 

C. Members of recognized public safety agencies shall not be subject to the provisions of this section while 

responding to emergency calls but shall be subject to its provisions at all other times. 
(Amended January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-59.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-60.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-61.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 
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Sec. 16-62.  Bus Stops, loading zones etc. 

The Town Council is authorized to set apart, spaces for loading zones, bus stops, and other places in 

which no parking shall be permitted or in which parking is restricted. 
(Amended August 13, 1986 and January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-63.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-64.  Repealed. (January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-65.  Penalty for parking violations; ticketing procedure; etc. 

Each police officer charged with the duty of enforcing this division shall take the registration number 

of any vehicle found parked in violation of any provision of this article and may take any other information 

which may identify it's owner. Such officer shall conspicuously affix to such vehicle a parking ticket, with an 

envelope attached thereto, in a form provided by the Treasurer, instructing each owner when and where to 

report with reference to such violation. Each such owner may, within forty-eight hours of the time when such 

notice was attached to such vehicle, pay to the Treasurer a penalty for and in full satisfaction of such violation, 

the fine as specified by section 16-67.1. The failure of such owner to make such payment to the Treasurer 

within such forty-eight hour period, shall render such owner subject to the penalties provided for by a court of 

law, after issuance of a summons to appear in court.   
(Adopted May 8, 2002 and amended January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-66. Same - Presumption where vehicle illegally parked. 

In any prosecution charging a violation of any parking regulation contained in this division, proof that 

the vehicle described in the complaint, summons or warrant was parked in violation of such regulation, 

together with proof that the defendant was at the time of such parking the registered owner of the vehicle, as 

required by Chapter 3 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia, shall constitute in evidence a prima facie 

presumption that such registered owner of the vehicle was the person who parked the vehicle at a place where, 

and for the time during which, such violation occurred.   
(Code 1965; amended January 14, 2009) 

 

Sec. 16-67. Same - Penalty for certain violations. 

Any person who shall violate or fail to comply with any of the provisions of this division other than 

sections 16-60 and 16-61 and 16-65.1 shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than one 

hundred dollars for each offense. As specified herein for each offense: 

 

Parking within a designated bus stop $ 10.00  

Parked where official sign erected: $20.00 

Improper parking: $ 20.00 

Double parked: $ 50.00 

Parked at a fireplug: $ 50.00 

Blocking driveway: $ 20.00 

Handicap parking zone without proper permit: $100.00 

Parking within designated fire lane: $ 50.00 

Loading Zone: $20.00 

Parked Opposite to Flow of Traffic:  $10.00 
(Amended May 8, 2002; July 11, 2007; and January 14, 2009) 
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Sec. 16-68 Effect of parking regulations upon other traffic and parking regulations. 

Nothing in this division shall alter or affect any other provision of this chapter or any existing 

ordinance, rule or regulation hereafter adopted, relating to traffic or parking on any street, alley, lane or 

highway, within the municipality, other than those included within the parking zones herein established. 
(Amended January 14, 2009) 
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ARTICLE IV. LICENSE FEE ORDINANCE. 

 

Sec. 16-70.1 Vehicle required to be licensed – Situs; student owners; exemptions. 

 

 (a) Every person who shall own or lease a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer or semi-trailer normally 

garaged, stored or parked in the Town shall pay an annual Town license fee for such vehicle, trailer or semi-

trailer as required herein. 

 

 (b) The situs for the imposition of licensing fees under this article shall in all cases, except as 

hereinafter provided, be the locality in which the motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-trailer is normally garaged, 

stored, or parked. If it cannot be determined where the personal property is normally garaged, stored, or parked, 

the situs shall be the domicile of its owner. In the event the owner of the motor vehicle is a full-time student 

attending an institution of higher education, the situs shall be the domicile of such student, provided the student 

has presented sufficient evidence that he has paid a personal property tax on the motor vehicle in his domicile. 

 

 (c) The license fee imposed by this section shall not apply to any vehicle personally owned or leased, 

in whole or in part, by a member of the armed services of the United States on active duty. For the purposes of 

this section “the armed services of the United States” includes active duty service with the regular Armed 

Forces of the United States or the National Guard or other reserve component. 

 

 (d) The Town of Amherst shall not impose any license fee upon any daily rental vehicle, as defined in 

VA. CODE ANN. § 58.1-2401 (Repl. Vol. 2004), the rental of which is subject to the tax imposed by VA. 

CODE ANN. § 58.1-2402 A. 4. (Cum. Supp. 2005). 

 

Sec. 16-70.2  Assessment of License Fee. 

 

 (a) There is hereby assessed to any person owning or leasing a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, 

normally garaged, stored or parked in the Town of Amherst on January 1 of each year a Town of Amherst 

motor vehicle license fee. 

 

 (b) The chief of each volunteer fire department and volunteer emergency rescue squad will prepare and 

certify a list of active members of his department of squad who regularly respond to calls or perform other 

duties for the department or squad and who reside inside the corporate limits of the Town of Amherst. The 

certified list will include the complete name of each individual, his residence address, and the identification 

number, and description of the car owned or leased by such active member and to be certified for exemption. 

Each individual so certified will complete the required application form, submit it to his chief who will attach 

all individual applications to the certified listing and submit to the Treasurer of the Town. After reviewing and 

comparing the certified listing and applications with the personal property tax rolls, the Treasurer will issue an 

exemption certificate to each certified member without charge.  

 

 No member of a volunteer rescue squad or volunteer fire department shall be issued an exemption 

certificate for more than one (1) vehicle free of charge. 

 

Sec. 16-70.3  Amount of fee – Passenger motor vehicles; trucks; motorcycles. 

 

 (a) Unless otherwise specified herein, on each and every motor vehicle there shall be annual 

license fee of twenty-five dollars; and on each and every motorcycle, with or without a sidecar, a license 
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fee of eleven dollars. 

 

 (b) The amount of the license fee imposed by The Town of Amherst under this article shall not be 

greater than the amount of the license fee imposed by the Commonwealth on said vehicle. 

 

Sec. 16-70.4  Same – Other motor vehicles, trailers, semi-trailers, etc.  

 

 (a) On each trailer and semi-trailer, not exempt from taxation as otherwise herein provided, there 

shall be a license fee of eight dollars. 

 

 (b) In the case of a combination of a truck or tractor truck and a trailer or semi-trailer, each vehicle 

constituting a part of such combination shall be licensed as a separate vehicle and a separate fee shall be 

assessed therefore. 

 

Sec. 16-70.5  Same – Exemptions and reductions. 

 

 (a) The provisions of this article shall not be construed as to impose a license fee upon any motor 

vehicle, trailer, or semi-trailer when: 

 

(1) A similar tax or license fee is imposed by another county, city or town wherein such motor 

vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is normally garaged, stored or parked; 

 

(2) The motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is owned by a nonresident or the Town of Amherst 

and is used exclusively for pleasure or personal transportation and not for hire or for the 

conduct of any business or occupation other than that set forth in paragraph (3) of this 

subsection. 

 

(3) The motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is owned by a nonresident and is used for transporting 

into and within the Town for sale in person or by his employees of wood, meats, poultry, fruits, 

flowers, vegetables, milk, butter, cream, or eggs produced or grown by him, and not purchased 

by him for sale. 

 

(4) The motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-trailer is owned by an officer or employee of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia who is a nonresident of the Town and who uses the vehicle in the 

performance of his duties for the Commonwealth under an agreement for such use; 

 

(5) The motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is kept by a dealer or manufacturer for sale or for sales 

demonstration; 

 

(6) The motor vehicle, trailer or semi-tractor is operated by a common carrier of  persons or 

property operating between cities and towns in this Commonwealth and not in intracity 

transportation or between cities and towns on the one hand and points and places without cities 

and towns on the other and not in intracity transportation. 

 

(7) Any vehicle that is exempt under provisions of state law. 

 

 (b) (RESERVED) 
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 (c) Motor vehicles, trailers or semi-trailers owned by the Commonwealth, political subdivisions of the 

Commonwealth, and regional jail authorities created pursuant to VA CODE ANN. § 53.1-95.2 et seq. (Repl. 

Vol. 2005) and used solely for governmental purposes in accordance with provisions of VA. CODE ANN. § 

46.2-750 (Repl. Vol. 2005) shall display license plates or decalcomania inscribed either “Official State Use 

Only” or “Official Local Government Use Only,” respectively and shall be subject to a license fee equal to the 

cost incurred either by the Commonwealth or by the Town, respectively, in the purchase or manufacture of 

such decalcomania, but which Town fee shall, in no event, exceed the fee imposed by the State under VA. 

CODE ANN. § 46.2-750 A. (Repl. Vol. 2005); such licensing requirements shall be subject to exceptions set 

forth in VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-750 (Repl. Vol. 2005) and VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-750.1 (Repl. Vol. 

2005). 

 

 (d) One motor vehicle, owned and used personally by any recipient of the Medal of Honor who holds a 

current state motor vehicles registration card establishing that he has received Medal of Honor state license 

plates as prescribed and limited in VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-745 (Repl. Vol. 2005) or one motor vehicle 

owned and used personally by the un-remarried surviving spouse of such Medal of Honor recipient shall be 

exempt from the payment of the license fee levied and imposed by this article. 

 

 (e) The fire-fighting trucks, trailers or semi-trailers on which firefighting apparatus is permanently 

attached, or other vehicles, when any such vehicle is owned or under exclusive control of the Amherst 

Volunteer Fire Department shall be exempt from payment of the license fee imposed by this article, provided 

that such vehicles comply with all the provisions of VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-649.1:1 (Repl. Vol. 2005) and 

VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-752A (Repl. Vol. 2005). 

 

 (f) Ambulances or other vehicles owned or used exclusively by the Amherst Volunteer Fire 

Department or the Amherst Life Saving Crew, provided any such vehicle is used exclusively as an ambulance 

or lifesaving and first aid vehicle and is not rented, leased, or lent to any private individual, firm, or 

corporation, shall be exempt from payment of the license fee imposed by this article, provided that such 

vehicles comply with all the provisions of VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-649.1:1 (Repl. Vol. 2005) and VA. CODE 

ANN. § 46.2-752A (Repl. Vol. 2005). 

 

  (g) One vehicle owned or leased, and used personally in the performance of duties by each active 

member of the volunteer fire departments and volunteer emergency rescue squads who lives in the Town is 

exempt after proper certification as indicated in Sec. 16.70.2(b) of this article. 

 

 (h) One motor vehicle, owned, used personally be any veteran who holds a current stated motor vehicle 

registration card establishing that he has received a disabled veteran’s exemption from the Department of 

Motor Vehicles, and has been issued a disabled veteran’s motor vehicle license plate, as prescribed in VA. 

CODE ANN. § 46.2-739 (Repl. Vol. 2005), or one motor vehicle owned and used personally by the un-

remarried surviving spouse of such disabled veteran shall be exempt from the payment of the license fee levied 

and imposed by this article. 

 

 (i) One passenger vehicle, pickup or panel truck, as defined in VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-100 (Repl. 

Vol. 2005), owned and used personally by any former prisoner of war who holds a current state motor vehicle 

registration card establishing that he has received prisoner of war State license plates as prescribed in VA. 

CODE ANN. § 46.2-746 (Repl. Vol. 2005) or one motor vehicle owned and used personally by the un-

remarried surviving spouse of a person eligible to receive such special license plates shall be exempt from the 
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payment of the license fee levied and imposed by the article. 

 

 (j) Daily rental vehicles as defined in VA. CODE ANN. § 58.1-2401 (Repl. Vol. 2004), the rental of 

which are subject to the tax imposed by VA. CODE ANN. § 58.1-2402 A 4 (Cum. Supp. 2005), shall be 

exempt from the payment of the license fee levied and imposed by this article.  

 

 (k) Passenger vehicles and pickup or panel trucks as defined in VA. CODE ANN. §46.2-100 (Repl. 

Vol. 2005), owned and used personally by a member of the National Guard who has received special metal 

state license plates pursuant to VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-744 (Repl. Vol. 2005), shall be partially exempt from 

the payment of the license fee levied and imposed by this article to the extent of fifty percent (50%) of said fee, 

provided that such reduced Town fee shall not exceed the reduced State tax or fee imposed under VA. CODE 

ANN. § 46.2-744 (Repl. Vol. 2005) and VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-694 (Repl. Vol. 2005).  

 

 (l) Antique motor vehicles and antique trailers, as defined in VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-100 (Repl. Vol. 

2005), registered and licensed by the State in accordance with VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-730 A (Repl. Vol. 

2005) shall be exempt from the payment of the license fee levied under this article, provided that other 

conditions prescribed herein are met. 

 

In order to qualify for exemption hereunder, an antique motor vehicle and antique  

trailer registered and licensed under VA. CODE ANN. § 46.2-730 (Repl. Vol. 2005) shall not be used for 

general transportation purposes, including, but not limited to, daily travel to and from the owner’s place of 

employment, but shall only be used: 

 

 (i) For participation in club activities, exhibits, tours, parades and similar events; and 

 

 (ii) On the highways of the Commonwealth for the purpose of testing their operation, obtaining repairs 

or maintenance, transportation to and from events as described in subdivision (i) of this subsection, and for 

occasional pleasure driving not exceeding 250 miles from the residence of the owner. 

 

Sec. 16-70.6  License fees—Disposition. 

 

 All fees collected pursuant to this article shall be deposited by the Treasurer in the general fund of the 

Town. 

 

Sec. 16-70.7  Payment of personal property taxes prerequisite. 

 

 (a) No motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer shall be licensed by the Department of Motor Vehicles until 

such applicant for such license has paid all personal property taxes and the license fee assessed hereunder upon 

the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer to be licensed and until the Department of Motor Vehicles has been 

provided satisfactory evidence by the Treasurer of The Town of Amherst that any delinquent motor vehicle, 

trailer or semi-trailer personal property taxes or license fees which have been properly assessed or are 

assessable against the applicant by the Town have been paid. 

 

 (b) No motor vehicle license shall be issued by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles unless the 

tangible personal property taxes properly assessed or assessable by the Town on any tangible personal property 

used or usable as a dwelling titled by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles and owned by the taxpayer 

have been paid. 
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 (c) No motor vehicle license shall be issued by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles to an owner 

of a motor vehicle as to which a fee is required to be paid pursuant to this article, qualified under the provisions 

hereof to a waiver of that fee, until the applicant of such license or registration from the Department of Motor 

Vehicles has produced before the Town of Amherst Treasurer, or his agent, satisfactory evidence that all 

personal property taxes upon the motor vehicle licensed have been paid and satisfactory evidence that any 

delinquent personal property taxes due with respect the vehicle which have been properly assessed or are 

assessable against the owner have been paid. 

 

Sec. 16-70-8  License year; transitional provisions for 2007 license year only. 

 

 (a) The license year with respect to which the fee required to be paid under this article is assessed shall 

be January 1 through December 31 of each year. The fee assessed under this article shall be assessed to the 

owner of each motor vehicle as provided in this article for motor vehicles owned on January 1 of each year. 

The fee shall be payable to the Treasurer on or before December 5 of each year and with respect to any fees not 

paid at that time there is hereby imposed a twenty dollar ($20.00) fee to reimburse to Town for costs associated 

with administration of the Vehicle Registration Withholding Program with the Commonwealth of Virginia 

Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) if a DMV stop order has been issued prior to payment. The fee herein 

assessed will be based upon ownership of vehicles on fee day that is, January 1 of each year, and the period for 

which the license fee is effective shall be January 1 through December 31 of the next ensuing year.  

 

 (b) Transitional provisions effective for 2007 license year only. The fee for license year 2007, 

which fee shall be due December 5, 2006, shall be abated as to any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer 

normally garaged, stored or parked in the Town on fee day January 1, 2006, and which during 2006 become 

normally garaged, stored or parked outside of the Town, due either to a transfer of the title thereto, or to a 

change in domicile of the owner thereof. Provided that, if the decal for said motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer 

was transferred to another motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer normally garaged, stored or parked in the Town, 

the fee for license year 2007 shall not be abated as to the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer owned on fee day 

January 1, 2006. 

 

Sec. 16-70.9  Failure to pay license fee, personal property tax, etc.; penalty. 

 

 (a) In the event that the license fee required by this article is not paid, or if any personal property taxes, 

properly assessed against such vehicle, are not paid on or before December 5 of each year, with respect to each 

owner or co-owner of any motor vehicle as to which the license fee has not been paid, or any personal property 

taxes have not been paid, the Town Treasurer shall mail to the owner/co-owner by first class mail a Notice of 

Intent to request the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Motors Vehicles under the Vehicle 

Registration Withholding Program to deny his or her registration renewal with respect to the vehicle which is 

subject to the license fee or personal property tax herein. In the event of payment of that vehicle license fee 

and/ or delinquent personal property taxes, the Town Treasurer shall provide a receipt to the vehicle owner/co-

owner that clearly indicates that the owner/co-owner has paid in full all outstanding local vehicle fees and 

delinquent taxes to the locality, together with the penalty, interests and administrative fee hereinabove set forth. 

 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any owner of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer to fail to pay the local 

license fee or personal property taxes assessed with respect to each motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer after 

December 5 of each year. 
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 (c) A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of 

one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

 

 (d) A violation of this section by the registered owner of the vehicle shall not be discharged by 

prepayment of a fine or by payment of a fine imposed by the court except upon presentation of satisfactory 

evidence that the required license has been obtained. 

 

ARTICLE V. ABANDONED AND INOPERABLE MOTOR VEHICLES. 

 

Sec. 16-74.  Disposition of inoperable abandoned motor vehicles. 
 

When in the opinion of the Chief of Police of the Town of Amherst any motor vehicle, trailer, semi 

trailer, or part thereof which is inoperable and which by virtue of it's condition cannot be feasibly restored to 

operable condition, such vehicle, trailer or semi trailer may be disposed of to a demolisher. The Chief of Police 

of the Town of Amherst shall thereupon certify on behalf of the Town to the Division of Motor Vehicles that 

such motor vehicle, trailer or semi trailer has been found or abandoned on property located within the Town of 

Amherst and was determined before it was demolished that it was inoperable and cannot be feasibly restored to 

operable condition. The Chief of Police shall further request reimbursement from the Commissioner of the 

Division of Motor Vehicles for demolishing such inoperable vehicle. (Authorization see Sec. 46.2-1205 and Sec. 46.2-

1207) 

 

Sec. 16-75.  Abandoned motor vehicles. 
 

In accordance with Section 46.2-1313 of the Code of Virginia as amended, the provisions, statutes, 

penalties and punishments found in Title 46.2, Chapter 11, of the Code of Virginia (1989) as amended, 

Sections 46.2-1200 through 46.2-1208, are hereby incorporated into this ordinance by reference: 

 

(ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES.) 

 

SECTION 46.2-1200 Definitions. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1201 Ordinances. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1202 Notice to owner of vehicle taken into custody. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1203 Sale of vehicle at public auctions; disposition of proceeds. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1204 Vehicles abandoned in garages. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1205 Disposition of inoperable abandoned vehicles. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1206 Surrender of certificate of title, etc. where motor vehicle acquired for 

demolition; records to be kept by demolisher. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1207 Certification of disposal; reimbursement of locality by Commissioner. 

 

SECTION 46.2-1208 Vehicles abandoned on private property other than garages. 
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The Chief of Police of the Town of Amherst is directed to enforce the provisions of the above Code 

Sections. 

 

Sec. 16-76.  Inoperative Motor Vehicles on Residential, Commercial or agricultural 

property. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to keep except within a fully enclosed building 

or structure or otherwise shielded or screened from public view, on any property zoned Restricted Residential 

(R-1), General Residential (R-2), Light Business (B-1), General Business (B-2), any motor vehicle, trailer or 

semi trailer as such are defined in Title 46.2-100 et seq. of the Code of Virginia, or it's successor statute, which 

is inoperative. As used in this section, "an inoperative motor vehicle" shall mean any motor vehicle which is 

not in operating condition; or which for a period of sixty (60) days or longer has been partially or totally 

disassembled by the removal of tires and wheels, the engine or other essential parts required for the operation 

of the vehicle or on which there are displayed neither valid license plates nor a valid inspection decal. The 

provisions of this section shall not apply to any licensed business which subsequent to June 26, 1970, is 

regularly engaged in business as an automobile dealer, salvage dealer or scrap processor. Any violation of this 

section shall be a Class 4 misdemeanor with a fine of not more than $100.00 for each offense. (Authorized Section 

15.2-904, Code of Virginia.) 
 

Sec. 16-77.  Removal of Inoperative Motor Vehicles. 

 

The owner of any property zoned Restricted Residential (R-1), General Residential (R-2), Light 

Business (B-1), General Business (B-2) shall remove from it's property any inoperative motor vehicles, trailers 

or semi trailers as defined in Title 46.2 et seq. of the Code of Virginia that are not kept within a fully enclosed 

building or structure. Any owner of property must remove any such vehicles, trailers or semi trailers within 

seven (7) days after having received notice from the Chief of Police of the Town of Amherst, the Town 

Manager of the Town of Amherst or the Town Council of the Town of Amherst. In the event that such vehicle, 

trailer or semi trailer is not removed within seven (7) days of notice to remove the same, the Town of Amherst 

through it's agents or employees may remove any such inoperative motor vehicle, trailer or semi trailer. In the 

event that the Town of Amherst removes any such inoperative motor vehicle, trailer or semi trailer after having 

been after having given notice to remove the same, The Town of Amherst may sell, dispose, destroy or store 

such inoperative vehicle, trailer or semi trailer, as the Town of Amherst deems appropriate, after having given 

fifteen (15) days of advance notice to the owner. The cost of any such removal and disposal shall be chargeable 

to the owner of the vehicle and/or the owner of the premises upon which the inoperative vehicle, trailer or semi 

trailer was located and may be collected when the taxes of the Town of Amherst are collected. The cost of 

removal and disposal as authorized by this section shall constitute a lien on the real estate from which the 

vehicle was removed and the lien shall continue until the payment of such costs have been made to the Town. 

(Authorized Section 15.2-904 of the Code of Virginia). 

 

 

ARTICLE VI. TRAFFIC CODE SECTION 46.2 

 

Sec. 16-78.  Incorporation of State Code by Reference. 
 

In accordance with section 46.2-1313 of the Code of Virginia (1989), the provisions, statutes, penalties 

and punishments found in Title 46.2, Chapters 1, 3, 6, 8, 10 and 12 of the Code of Virginia (1989) are hereby 

incorporated by reference. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

46.2-100 Definitions. 

46.2-101 Applicability of title to vehicles on certain toll roads and parking facilities. 

46.2-102 Enforcement by law-enforcement officers; officers to be uniformed; officers to be paid fixed 

salaries. 

46.2-103 Stopping vehicles for inspection or to secure information. 

46.2-104 Possession of registration cards; exhibiting registration card and licenses; failure to carry 

license or registration card. 

46.2-105 Making false affidavit or swearing falsely; perjury. 

46.2-106 Reciprocity Board; reciprocal agreements entered into by Governor. 

46.2-107 Lists of vehicles used for rent or hire, or by contract carriers. 

46.2-108 Records required of persons renting motor vehicles without drivers, inspections; insurance. 

46.2-109 Reports by person in charge of garages and repair shops; vehicles equipped with bullet proof 

glass or smoke projectors or struck by bullets. 

46.2-110 Right to inspect vehicles in garages. 

46.2-111 Flares and other signals relating to disabled vehicles. 

46.2-112 Tampering with odometer; penalty; civil liability. 

46.2-113 Violations of this title; penalties. 

 

TITLING, REGISTRATION AND LICENSURE. 

CHAPTER 3. 

Licensure of Drivers. 

 

Article 1. 

Unlicensed Driving Prohibited. 

 

46.2-203.1 Provision of updated addresses by persons completing forms; acknowledgement of future 

receipt of official notices. 

46.2-300. Driving without license prohibited; penalties. 

46.2-301. Driving while license, permit or privilege to drive suspended or revoked. 

46.2-301.1 Administrative impoundment of motor vehicle for certain driving while suspended or revoked 

offenses; judicial impoundment upon conviction; penalty for violating with one's vehicle. 

(8/10/94) 

46.2-302. Driving while restoration of license in contingent on furnishing proof of financial 

responsibility. 

 

 Article 2. 

 When License Not Required. 
 

46.2-303. License not required for operating road roller or farm tractor. 

46.2-304. Limited operation of farm tractor by persons convicted of driving under the influence of 

intoxicants or drugs. 

46.2-305. Exemption of persons in armed services. 
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46.2-306. Exemption of armed services personnel and spouses and dependent children of armed services 

personnel. 

46.2-307. Nonresidents licensed under laws of home state. 

46.2-308. Temporary exemption for new resident licensed under laws of another state. 

46.2-309. Nonresidents not licensed in home state. 

46.2-310. Localities may not require license except for taxicabs; prosecutions for operation of vehicle 

without license or while suspended. 

 

Article 6.1. 

Commercial Driver's Licenses. 
 

46.2-341.4 Amending. Commercial Driver's Licenses, definitions. 

46.2-341.5 Regulations consistent with the Commercial Motor vehicle Safety Act. 

46.2-341.6 Limitation on number of driver's licenses. 

46.2-341.7 Commercial driver's license required. 

46.2-341.8 Nonresidents and new residents. 

46.2-341.9 Eligibility for commercial driver's license. 

46.2-341.11 Commercial drivers required to notify the Department of change of address. 

46.2-341.17 Penalty for violation of this article. 

46.2-341.21 Driving while disqualified. 

46.2-341.22 Requirements upon disqualification. 

46.2-341.23 Offenses under substantially similar laws. 

46.2-341.24 Driving a commercial motor vehicle while intoxicated. 

46.2-341.25 Preliminary analysis of breath of commercial drivers to determine alcoholic content of blood. 

46.2-341.26 Repealed. 

46.2-341.26:1 Use of Chemical tests to determine alcohol content of blood of commercial driver; definitions. 

46.2-341.26:2 Implied Consent to post-arrest chemical test to determine alcohol or drug content of blood of 

commercial driver. 

46.2-341.26: Refusal of tests; issuance of out-of-service orders; disqualification. 

46.2-341.26:4 Appeal and trial; sanctions for refusal; procedures. 

46.2-341.26:5 Qualifications and liability of persons authorized to take blood samples; procedure for taking 

samples. 

46.2-341.26:6 Transmission of blood samples. 

46.2-341.26:7 Transmission of results. 

46.2-341.26:8 Fees. 

46.2-341.26:9 Assurance of breath test validity; use as evidence. 

46.2-341.26:10 Evidence. 

46.2-341.26:11 Substantial compliance.    

46.2-341.27. Presumptions from alcoholic content of blood. 

46.2-341.28. Penalty for driving commercial motor vehicle while intoxicated; subsequent offense; prior 

conviction. 

46.2-341.29. Penalty for driving commercial motor vehicle with blood alcohol content equal to or greater 

than 0.04. 

46.2-341.30. Disqualification for driving commercial motor vehicle while intoxicated; etc. 

46.2-341.31. Driving commercial motor vehicles with any alcohol in blood. 

46.2-341.32. Authority to enter into agreements. 

46.2-341.33. Severability and savings clause. 
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46.2-341.34. Appeals. 

 

Prohibited Uses of Driver's License. 
 

46.2-346. Unlawful acts enumerated. 

46.2-347. Fraudulent use of driver's license to obtain beer or other alcoholic beverages; penalties. 

46.2-348. Fraud or false statements in applications for license; penalties. 

46.2-349. Unlawful to permit violations of chapter. 

46.2-350. Penalty for violation. 

 

Article 9. 

Habitual Offenders. 
 

46.2-351. Habitual offender defined; petition of certain persons for restoration of privilege of operating 

motor vehicle. 

46.2-352. Commissioner to certify transcript of abstract or conviction documents of habitual offender to 

attorney for Commonwealth; when court may refuse to enter order under Sec. 46.2-355; 

transcript of abstract as evidence. 

46.2-353. Information to be filed by attorney for Commonwealth. 

46.2-354. Show cause order; service on person named as habitual offender; procedure where conviction 

denied. 

46.2-355. Order of Court. 

46.2-356. Period during which habitual offender not to be licensed to drive motor vehicle. 

46.2-357. Operation of motor vehicle or self-propelled machinery or equipment by habitual offender 

prohibited; penalty; enforcement of section. 

46.2-358. Restoration of privilege of driving motor vehicle; when petition may be brought; terms and 

conditions. 

46.2-359. Restoration of driving privileges to certain persons. 

46.2-360. Restoration of privilege of operating motor vehicle; restoration of privilege to person 

convicted under certain other provisions of Habitual Offender Act. 

46.2-361. Restoration of privilege revoked or suspended for failure to pay fines or costs or furnish proof 

of financial responsibility. 

46.2-362. Appeals. 

46.2-363. Construction of article. 

 

 

Article 10. 

Driver Responsibilities, Generally. 
 

46.2-364. Definitions. 

46.2-365. Plaintiff not prevented from relying upon other legal process. 

46.2-366. Partial application to certain motor vehicles. 

46.2-367. Persons included within scope of chapter. 

46.2-368. Certificate of self-insurance exempts from chapter. 

46.2-369. Commissioner to administer and enforce chapter; regulations; summoning witnesses and 

taking testimony. 

46.2-370. Revoked driver's licenses, license plates, registration cards to be returned; Commissioner 
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may take possession of them. 

46.2-371.  

Article 11. 

Accident Reports. 

 

46.2-371. Driver to give immediate notice of certain accidents. 

46.2-372. Driver to report certain accidents in writing; certification of financial responsibility to 

Department; supplemental reports; reports by witnesses.  

46.2-371. Report by law-enforcement officer investigating accident. 

46.2-374. Department to prepare and supply forms for reports. 

46.2-375. Reports by medical examiners of deaths resulting from accidents. 

46.2-376. Report required of person in charge of garage or repair shop. 

46.2-377. Reports made by garages to be without prejudice and confidential exceptions. 

46.2-378. Extent to which reports may be used as evidence. 

46.2-379. Use of accident reports made by investigating officers. 

46.2-380. Reports made under certain sections open to inspection by certain persons; copies. 

46.2-382.1. Courts to make findings related to commercial motor vehicles. 

46.2-383. Courts to forward abstracts of records or furnish abstracts of records or furnish abstract data o 

conviction by electronic means in certain cases; records in office of Department; inspection; 

clerk's fee for reports. 

46.2-384. Law-enforcement officers arresting drivers for certain offenses to request abstracts or 

transcripts of driver's conviction records. 

46.2-385. Prosecuting attorneys to appear in certain cases. 

46.2-386. Forms for and information to be contained in abstracts; certification. 

46.2-387. Penalty for failure to forward record of conviction or of judgement for damages. 

46.2-388. Uniform summons to be used for reportable motor vehicle law violations; citations 

 

Article 12. 

Suspension and Revocation of Licenses, Generally; 

Additional Penalties. 
 

46.2-389. Required revocation for one year upon conviction or finding of guilty of certain offenses; 

exceptions. 

46.2-390. Required suspension for conviction of theft or unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. 

46.2-391. Revocation of license for conviction of driving while under influence of drugs or intoxicants; 

exception; petition for restoration of privilege. 

46.2-392. Suspension of license on conviction of reckless driving; generally. 

46.2-393. Suspension of license on conviction of reckless driving involving driving twenty or more 

miles per hour faster than speed limit. 

46.2-394. Revocation of license for fourth conviction of certain offenses. 

46.2-395. Suspension of license for failure or refusal to pay fines or cost.  

46.2-396. Suspension of license for reckless driving resulting in death of any person. 

46.2-397. Suspension of license for certain violations while transporting explosives, inflammable gas or 

liquid. 

46.2-398. Disposition of surrendered licenses on revocation or suspension. 

46.2-399. Revocation of license for improper use or failure to pay certain taxes. 

46.2-400. Suspension of license of person incompetent because of mental illness, mental deficiency, 
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inebriety, or drug addiction.; return of license; duty of clerk of court. 

46.2-401 Reports to Commissioner of discharge of patients from state institutions. 

46.2-402. When Commissioner may suspend or revoke license for not more than one year after hearing. 

46.2-403. Contents of notice of hearing. 

46.2-404. Where and before whom hearing held. 

46.2-405. How hearings to be conducted. 

46.2-406. Appointment and authority of hearing officers. 

46.2-407. Form and contents of decision; copies. 

46.2-408. When Commissioner may suspend or revoke license for no more than five years. 

46.2-409. Certain abstracts of conviction to be prima facie evidence of conviction. 

46.2-410. Appeals from order suspending or revoking license or registration. 

46.2-411. Reinstatement of suspended or revoked license or other privilege to operate or register a 

motor vehicle; proof of financial responsibility; reinstatement fee. 

46.2-412. Time suspension or revocation. 

46.2-413. Effect of reversal of conviction. 

46.2-414. Commencement of periods for suspension or revocation of licenses, registration cards or 

license plate. 

46.2-415. United States magistrates and judges of district courts authorized to revoke or suspend driver's 

license under certain conditions. 

46.2-416. Notice of suspension or revocation of license. 

 

Article 14. 

Suspension of Licenses of Nonresidents or for Accidents in Other States. 

 

46.2-430. Power over nonresidents. 

46.2-431. Charter applies to nonresidents. 

46.2-432. Failure of nonresident to report accident. 

46.2-433. Notification of officers in nonresidents home state. 

46.2-434. Conviction of or judgment against resident in another jurisdiction. 

 

Article 17. 

Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance Policies 

 

46.2-472. Coverage of owner's policy. 

46.2-473. Coverage of driver's policy. 

46.2-474. Policy must contain certain agreement; additional coverage. 

46.2-475. Policy must comply with law. 

46.2-476. Liability covered by worker's compensation law. 

46.2-477. When chapter applicable to policy. 

46.2-478. Several policies together meeting requirements of Chapter. 

46.2-479. Provisions to which every policy shall be subject but need not contain. 

46.2-480. Reimbursement of carrier and proration of insurance. 

46.2-481. Binder or endorsement in lieu of policy. 

46.2-482. Notification of cancellation or termination of certified policy. 
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Chapter 6. 

Titling and Registration of Motor Vehicles. 

 

Article 1. 

Titling and Registration, Generally. 

 

46.2-600. Owner to secure registration and certificate of title or certificate of ownership. 

46.2-601. Appointment of Commissioner agent for service of process. 

46.2-602. Titling and registration of foreign market vehicles. 

46.2-605. Altering or forging certificate of title or registration card. 

46.2-606. Notice of change of address. 

46.2-609. When registration may be revoked. 

46.2-612. Failure to surrender revoked certificate of title, registration card, license plates or decals. 

 

Article 2. 

Titling Vehicles. 
 

46.2-616. Acquiring vehicle from vendor who does not have certificate of title. 

46.2-617. Sale of vehicle without certificate of title. 

46.2-618. When unlawful to have in possession certificate of title issued to another. 

46.2-619. New indicia of title. 

46.2-620. Period of validity of certificate of title. 

46.2-621. Application for certificate of title. 

46.2-622. Issuance of certificate of title in names of joint owners. 

46.2-623. Statements in application. 

46.2-624. Information required on transfer of titles of taxi- cabs or vehicles damaged by water. 

46.2-625. Specially constructed or foreign vehicles. 

46.2-626. New certificate of title after substitution of motor and change in description. 

46.2-629. Odometer reading to be reported on certification of title, application or power of attorney. 

 

Article 8. 

Registration of Uninsured Motor Vehicle. 
 

46.2-705. Definitions. 

46.2-706. Additional fee; certificates required of applicants for registration of insured motor vehicles; 

verification of certificates; suspension of driver's license, registration certificates and license 

plates for certain violations. 

46.2-707. Operating uninsured motor vehicle without payment of fee; furnishing certificate of 

insurance; false evidence of insurance. 

 

Article 9. 

License Plates, Generally. 
 

46.2-711. Furnishing number and design of plates; displaying on vehicles required. 

46.2-712. Requirements of license plates and decals. 

46.2-713. License plates and decals may remain property of Department. 

46.2-714 Permanent license plates. 
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46.2-715. Display of license plates. 

46.2-716. How license plates fastened to vehicle. 

46.2-717. Use of plates and decals before beginning of registration period. 

46.2-718. Use of old license plates or decals after application new. 

46.2-719. Permit for emergency use of license plates. 

46.2-720. Use of license plates form another vehicle in certain circumstances. 

46.2-721. Application of liability insurance policy to vehicle carrying plates from insured vehicle. 

46.2-722. Altered or forged license plates or decals; use as evidence of knowledge. 

46.2-724. Operation for hire of certain vehicles displaying not for hire plates; penalty.  

46.2-731. Disabled parking license plates; owners of vehicles specially equipped and used to transport 

persons with disabilities. 

 

Chapter 8. 

Regulation of Traffic. 

 

Article 1. 

General and Miscellaneous. 

 

46.2-800. Riding bicycles or mopeds; riding or driving animals. 

46.2-800.1. Riding animals on highways after sunset. 

46.2-801. Chapter applicable to drivers of all vehicles regardless of ownership. 

46.2-802. Drive on right side of highways. 

46.2-803. Keep to right in crossing intersections or railroads. 

46.2-804. Special regulations applicable on highways laned for traffic. 

46.2-805. Lane direction control signals. 

46.2-806. One-way roadways and highways. 

46.2-807. Rotary traffic islands. 

46.2-808.1. Use of crossovers on controlled access highways; penalty. 

46.2-809. Regulation of truck traffic on secondary highways. 

46.2-810. Age limits for drivers of public passenger-carrying vehicles. 

46.2-811. Coasting prohibited. 

46.2-812. Driving more than thirteen hours in twenty-four hour period. 

46.2-813. Occupation of trailer being towed on highways. 

46.2-814. Driving through safety zone prohibited. 

46.2-816. Following too closely. 

46.2-817. Disregarding signal by law-enforcement officer to stop; eluding police; penalties. 

46.2-818. Stopping vehicle of another; blocking access to premises; damaging or threatening 

commercial vehicle or operator thereof; penalties. 

 

Article 2. 

Right of way. 

 

46.2-820. Right-of-way at uncontrolled intersections, generally. 

46.2-821. Vehicles before entering certain highways shall stop or yield right-of-way. 

46.2-822. Right-of-way at traffic circles. 

46.2-823. Unlawful speed forfeits right-of-way. 

46.2-824. Right-of-way at uncontrolled "T" intersections. 
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46.2-825. Left turn traffic to yield right-of-way. 

46.2-826. Stop before entering public highway or sidewalk from private road etc.; yielding right-of-way. 

46.2-827. Right-of-way of United States forces, troops, national guard, etc. 

46.2-828. Right-of-way for funeral processions under police or sheriff's escort. 

46.2-829. Approach of law-enforcement or fire-fighting vehicles, rescue vehicles or ambulances; 

violation as failure to yield right-of-way. 

 

Article 3. 

Traffic Signs, Lights, and Markings. 

 

46.2-830. Uniform marking and signing of highways; drivers to obey signs; enforcement of section. 

46.2-831. Unofficial signs prohibited; penalties. 

46.2-832. Injuring signs. 

46.2-833. Traffic lights. 

46.2-833.1. Evasion of traffic control devices. 

46.2-834. Signals by law-enforcement officers and crossing guards. 

46.2-835. Right turn on steady red light after stopping. 

46.2-836. Left turn on steady red light after stopping. 

 

Article 4. 

Passing. 

 

46.2-837. Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite directions. 

46.2-838. Passing when overtaking vehicle. 

46.2-839. Passing bicycle or moped. 

46.2-840. Horn or signal when overtaking vehicle. 

46.2-841. When overtaking vehicle may pass on right. 

46.2-842. Driver to give way to overtaking vehicle. 

46.2-842.1. Driver to give way to certain overtaking vehicles on divided highways. 

46.2-843. Limitations on overtaking and passing. 

46.2-844. Passing stopped school buses; penalty. 

 

Article 5. 

Turning. 

 

46.2-845. Limitation on U-turns. 

46.2-846. Required position and method of turning at intersections; local regulations. 

46.2-847. Left turns by bicycles and mopeds. 

 

 

Article 6. 

Signals by Drivers. 

 

46.2-848. Signals required on backing, stopping, or turning. 

46.2-849. How signals given. 

46.2-850. Change of course after giving signal. 

46.2-851. Signals prior to moving standing vehicles into traffic. 
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Article 7. 

Reckless Driving and Improper Driving. 
 

46.2-852. Reckless driving; general rule. 

46.2-853. Driving vehicle when not under control; faulty brakes. 

46.2-854. Passing on or at the crest of a grade or on a curve. 

46.2-855. Driving with driver's view obstructed or control impaired. 

46.2-856. Passing two vehicles abreast. 

46.2-857. Driving two abreast in s single lane. 

46.2-858. Passing at a railroad grade crossing. 

46.2-859. Passing a stopped school bus. 

46.2-860. Failing to give proper signals. 

46.2-861. Driving too fast for highway and traffic conditions. 

46.2-862. Exceeding speed limit. 

46.2-863. Failure to yield right-of-way. 

46.2-864. Reckless driving on parking lots; etc. 

46.2-865. Racing; penalty. 

46.2-866. Racing; aiders or abettors. 

46.2-867. Racing; seizure of motor vehicle. 

46.2-868. Reckless driving; penalties. 

46.2-869. Improper driving; penalty. 

 

Article 8. 

Speed. 

 

46.2-870. Maximum speed limits generally. 

46.2-871. Maximum speed limit for school buses. 

46.2-872. Maximum speed limits for vehicles operating under special permits. 

46.2-873. Maximum speed limits at school crossings 

46.2-874. Maximum speed limit in city and town business and residence districts. 

46.2-875. Maximum speed limit on other highways in cities and towns. 

46.2-876. Maximum speed limit for passenger vehicles towing certain trailers. 

46.2-877. Minimum speed limits. 

46.2-878. Authority to change speed limits. 

46.2-878.1. Maximum speed limits in certain residence districts; penalty. 

46.2-879. No conviction for speeding in certain areas unless markers installed. 

46.2-880. Tables of speed and stopping distances. 

46.2-881. Special speed limitation on bridges and tunnels. 

46.2-882. Checking on speed with various devices; certificates as to accuracy of device.; arrest without 

warrant. 

46.2-883. Signs indicating legal rate of speed and measurement of speed by radar. 

 

Article 9. 

Railroad Crossings. 

 

46.2-884. Railroad warning signals must be obeyed. 
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46.2-885. When vehicles to stop at railroad grade crossings. 

46.2-886. When drivers of certain vehicles to stop, look and listen at railroad crossings; crossing tracks 

without shifting gears. 

46.2-887. Moving crawler-type tractors, steam shovels, derricks, rollers, etc. over railroad grade crossing 

 

Article 10. 

Stopping on Highways. 
 

46.2-888. Stopping on highways; general rule. 

46.2-889. Location of parked vehicles. 

46.2-890. Stopping in vicinity of fire or emergency. 

46.2-891. Exemption for highway construction and maintenance vehicles. 

46.2-892. Rural mail carriers stopping on highways. 

46.2-893. Stopping on highways to discharge cargo or passengers; school buses. 

 

 

Article 11. 

Accidents. 
 

46.2-894. Duty of driver to stop, etc., in event of accident involving injury or death or damage to 

attended property. 

46.2-895. Duty of certain persons accompanying driver to report accidents involving injury, death or 

damage to attended property. 

46.2-896. Duties of driver in event of accident involving damage only to unattended property. 

46.2-897. Duty of certain persons accompanying driver to report accidents involving only unattended 

property. 

46.2-898. Reports are in addition to others. 

46.2-899. Article applies to accidents on private or public property. 

46.2-900. Penalty for violation of Sec. 46.2-894 through 46.2-897. 

46.2-901. Suspension of driver's license for failure to report certain accidents. 

46.2-902. Leaving scene of accident when directed to do so by officer. 

 

Article 12. 

Bicycles. 

 

46.2-903. Riding or driving vehicles other than bicycles on sidewalks. 

46.2-904. Operation of bicycles on sidewalks and crosswalks. 

46.2-905. Riding bicycles and mopeds on roadways and bicycle paths. 

46.2-906. Carrying articles on bicycles and mopeds. 

46.2-907. Overtaking and passing vehicles. 

46.2-908. Registration of bicycle serial numbers. 

 

Article 13. 

Motorcycles and Mopeds and All-Terrain Vehicles. 

 

46.2-909. Riding on motorcycles, generally. 

46.2-910. Motorcyclist to wear helmets, etc. 
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46.2-911. Penalty for violation of certain provisions relating to use of motorcycles. 

46.2-912. Operating motorcycle without headlight, horn or rear view mirror. 

46.2-913. Vendors of certain motorcycles to furnish statements of registration and licensing 

requirements. 

46.2-914. Limitations on operation of mopeds. 

46.2-915. Stickers required on mopeds. 

46.2-915.1. All terrain vehicles; penalty. 

46.2-915.2. Ordinances providing for certain safety equipment for mopeds; effect of violation; penalty. 

 

Article 14. 

School Buses. 

 

46.2-917. Operation of yellow motor vehicles of certain seating capacity on state highways prohibited; 

exceptions; penalty. 

46.2-917.1. School buses hired to transport children. 

46.2-917.2. School buses operating under State Corporation Commission certificate. 

46.2-918. School buses to be routed so as to avoid necessity of pupil's crossing divided highways. 

46.2-919. Age limit for drivers of school buses. 

 

Article 15. 

Emergency Vehicles. 

 

46.2-920. Emergency vehicles exempt from regulations in certain situations; exemptions and additional 

requirements. 

46.2-920.1. Operation of tow trucks under certain circumstances. 

46.2-921. Following or parking near fire apparatus or rescue squad vehicle. 

46.2-922. Driving over fire hose. 

 

Article 16. 

Pedestrians. 

 

46.2-923. How and where pedestrians to cross highways. 

46.2-924. Right-of-way of pedestrians. 

46.2-925. Pedestrian control signals. 

46.2-926. Pedestrians stepping into highway where they cannot be seen. 

46.2-927. Boarding or alighting from buses. 

46.2-928. Pedestrians not to use roadway except when necessary; keeping to left. 

46.2-929. Pedestrians soliciting rides. 

46.2-930. Loitering on bridges. 

46.2-932. Playing on highways; roller skates, skateboards, toys, or other devices on wheels or runners; 

persons riding bicycles, mopeds, etc., not to attach to vehicles. 

46.2-933. When vehicles to stop for pedestrian guided by dog or carrying white, red-tipped white, or 

metallic cane. 

46.2-934. Failure to use cane or guide dog not contributory negligence. 
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Article 17. 

Legal Procedures and Requirements. 
 

46.2-936. Arrest for misdemeanor; release on summons and promise to appear; right to demand hearing 

immediately or within twenty-four hours; issuance of warrant on request of officer for 

violations of Sec. 46.2-301 and 46.2-302; refusal to promise to appear; violations. 

46.2-937. Traffic infractions treated as misdemeanors for arrest purposes. 

46.2-938. Issuance of warrant upon failure to comply with summons; penalties; suspension of licenses 

for failure to comply with summons; penalties; suspension of license for failure to appear. 

46.2-939. Authority of law-enforcement officers to issue summons. 

46.2-940. When arresting officer shall take person before issuing authority. 

46.2-941. Conditions precedent to issuance of summons for violation of parking ordinance; notice. 

46.2-942. Admissibility of results of speedometer test in prosecution for exceeding speed limit. 

46.2-943. Court or jury may consider defendants prior traffic record before sentencing. 

 

Article 18. 

Arrest of Nonresidents. 

 

46.2-944. Definitions. 

46.2-945. Issuance of citation to motorists; party jurisdiction; police officer to report noncompliance  

with citation. 

46.2-946. Department to transmit officer's report to party jurisdiction; suspension of resident's license 

for noncompliance with citation issued by party jurisdiction. 

 

Chapter 10 

Motor Vehicle and Equipment Safety. 

 

Article 1. 

Vehicle and Equipment Safety, Generally. 

 

46.2-1000. Department to suspend registration of vehicles lacking certain equipment; officer to take 

possession of registration card, license plates and decals when observing defect in motor 

vehicle; when to be returned. 

46.2-1002. Illegal possession or sale of certain unapproved equipment. 

46.2-1003. Illegal use of defective or unsafe equipment. 

46.2-1004. Trademark or name and instructions required. 

 

Article 3. 

Lights and Turn Signals. 

 

46.2-1010. Equipment required. 

46.2-1011. Head lights on motor vehicles. 

46.2-1012. Head lights on motorcycles; auxiliary head lights. 

46.2-1013. Tail lights. 

46.2-1014. Brake lights. 

46.2-1014.1 Supplemental high mount stop light. 

46.2-1015. Lights on bicycles and mopeds. 
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46.2-1016. Lights on other vehicles; reflectors. 

46.2-1017. Dimension or marker lights, generally. 

46.2-1018. Marker lights on vehicles or loads exceeding thirty five feet. 

46.2-1019. Spotlights. 

46.2-1020. Other permissible lights. 

46.2-1021. Additional lights permitted on certain commercial vehicles. 

46.2-1022. Flashing blue or red and blue warning lights. 

46.2-1023. Flashing red or red and white warning lights. 

46.2-1024. Flashing or steady-burning red or red and white warning lights. 

46.2-1025. Flashing amber warning lights. 

46.2-1026. Flashing high-intensity amber warning lights. 

46.2-1027. Warning lights on certain demonstrator vehicles. 

46.2-1028. Auxiliary lights on fire-fighting and other emergency vehicles. 

46.2-1029. Auxiliary lights on law-enforcement vehicles. 

46.2-1030. When lights to be lighted; number of lights to be lighted at any time; use of warning lights. 

46.2-1031. Requirements as to single-beam head lights. 

46.2-1032. Requirements as to multiple-beam head lights. 

46.2-1033. Indicator light required. 

46.2-1034. When dimming lights required. 

46.2-1035. Dimming head lights on parked vehicles. 

46.2-1036. Acetylene lights on antique motor vehicles. 

46.2-1037. Lights on parked vehicles. 

46.2-1038. When turn signals required; exceptions. 

46.2-1039. Requirements of turn signals; regulations. 

46.2-1040. Hazard lights. 

 

Article 4. 

Tires. 

 

46.2-1041. Restrictions as to solid rubber tires. 

46.2-1042. Sale, etc., of re-grooved or re-cut tires prohibited. 

46.2-1043. Tire tread depth. 

46.2-1044. Cleats, etc., on tires; chains; tires with studs. 

46.2-1045. Sale of tires having cleats, etc., prohibited; studded tires excepted. 

46.2-1046. Traction engines and tractors. 

 

Article 5. 

Exhaust System. 

 

46.2-1047. Muffler cutout, etc., illegal. 

46.2-1048. Pollution control systems or devices. 

46.2-1049. Exhaust system in good working order. 

46.2-1050. Mufflers on motorcycles. 
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Article 6. 

Windshields and Windows. 

 

46.2-1052. Signs, decals, and stickers on windshields, etc. 

46.2-1053. Equipping certain motor vehicles with sun-shading or tinting films or applications. 

46.2-1054. Suspension of objects or alteration of vehicle so as to obstruct view of driver. 

46.2-1055. Windshield wipers. 

46.2-1055.1 Windshield defroster or defogger. 

46.2-1056. When safety glass required. 

46.2-1057. Windshields. 

46.2-1058. Replacement of glass in vehicle. 

Article 7. 

Horns, Sirens, and Whistles. 
 

46.2-1059. Horns. 

46.2-1060. Illegal sirens, whistles, etc.; unlawful use of warning devices; exceptions. 

46.2-1061. Sirens or exhaust whistles on emergency vehicles. 

46.2-1062. Approval of warning devices. 

 

Article 8. 

Steering and Suspension Systems. 

 

46.2-1063 Alteration of suspension system; bumper height limits; Raising body above frame rail.  

46.2-1064. Modification of front-end suspension by use of lift blocks. 

46.2-1065. Steering gear; installation, sale, etc., of repair kit or preventative maintenance kit for use on 

part of steering gear prohibited. 

 

Article 9. 

Brakes. 

 

46.2-1066. Brakes. 

46.2-1067. Within what distances brakes should stop vehicle. 

46.2-1068. Emergency or parking brakes. 

46.2-1069. Brakes on motorcycles. 

46.2-1070. Brakes on trailers. 

46.2-1071. Requirements for parking. 

 

Article 10. 

Miscellaneous Equipment. 

 

46.2-1072. Operation of vehicle without serial or identification number; requirements for stamping, 

cutting, or embossing numbers; regulations. 

46.2-1073. Engine or serial number illegible, removed or obliterated. 

46.2-1074. Removing or altering serial or identification numbers without consent of Department. 

46.2-1075. Possession of vehicles with serial numbers removed or altered. 

46.2-1076. Lettering on certain vehicles used to transport property. 

46.2-1077. Motor vehicles not to be equipped with television within view of driver. 
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46.2-1078. Unlawful to operate motor vehicle, moped, or bicycle while using earphones. 

46.2-1079. Radar detectors. 

46.2-1080. Speedometer in good working order. 

46.2-1081. Slow-moving vehicle emblems. 

46.2-1082. Mirrors. 

46.2-1083. Rear fenders, flaps, or guards required for certain motor vehicles. 

46.2-1084. Vehicle to have securely affixed seat for driver; location of such seat. 

46.2-1085. Handlebars of motorcycles. 

46.2-1086. Devices for emission of smoke screens, gas projectors or flame throwers.; prohibited. 

46.2-1087. Forfeiture of vehicles equipped with smoke projectors, etc. 

46.2-1088.  Air conditioning units. 

 

Article 11. 

Paint, Lettering, and Special Equipment for School Buses. 

 

46.2-1089. Paint and lettering on school bus. 

46.2-1090. Warning devices on school buses; use thereof; penalties. 

 

Article 12. 

Safety Belts. 

 

46.2-1091. Safety Belts to be worn by certain bus drivers. 

46.2-1092. Safety lap belts or a combination of lap belts and shoulder harnesses to be installed in certain 

motor vehicles. 

46.2-1093. Requirements for safety lap belts, shoulder harnesses and combinations thereof. 

46.2-1094. Occupants of front seats of motor vehicles required to use lap belts and shoulder harnesses; 

penalty. 

 

Article 13. 

Child Restraints. 

 

46.2-1095. Child restraint devices required. 

46.2-1096. Exceptions for certain children. 

46.2-1097 Provisions for indigents; special fund created. 

46.2-1098. Penalties; violations not negligence per se. 

46.2-1099. Further exemptions. 

46.2-1100. Use of standard seat belts permitted. 

 

Article 15. 

Maximum Vehicle Widths and Heights. 

 

46.2-1102. Size limitations inapplicable to farm machinery, agricultural multipurpose drying units, and 

fire-fighting equipment; amber warning lights. 

46.2-1105. Width of vehicles generally; exceptions. 

46.2-1109. Widths of commercial vehicles. 

46.2-1110. Height of vehicles; damage to overhead obstruction; penalty. 

46.2-1111. Extension of loads beyond line of fender or body. 
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Chapter 16 - 36.16 

 

Article 16. 

Maximum Vehicle Lengths. 

 

46.2-1116. Vehicles having more than one trailer, etc., attached thereto; exceptions. 

46.2-1117. Tractor truck semitrailer combinations operating on certain highways; access to certain 

facilities. 

46.2-1118. Connection between vehicles. 

46.2-1119. Tow dolly and converter gear. 

46.2-1120. Extension of loads beyond front of vehicles. 

46.2-1121. Flag or light at end of load. 

 

Article 20. 

Loads and Cargos. 

 

46.2.1155 Fastening load of logs, barrels, etc. 

46.2-1156. Construction, maintenance and loading must prevent escape of contents; load covers; 

exemptions. 

46.2-1156.1. Transportation of persons less than 16 years old in pickup truck beds prohibited; exception—

is hereby adopted by title, by reference. (Adopted June 28, 2000) 

 

Chapter 12. 

Abandoned, Immobilized, Unattended and Trespassing Vehicles; Parking. 

 

Article 1. 

Abandoned Vehicles. 

 

46.2-1200. Definitions. 

46.2-1200.1. Abandoning motor vehicles prohibited, penalty. 

46.2-1201. Ordinances. 

46.2-1202. Notice to owner of vehicle taken into custody. 

46.2-1203. Sale of vehicle at public auction; disposition of proceeds. 

46.2-1204. Vehicles abandoned in garages. 

46.2-1205. Disposition of inoperable abandoned vehicles. 

46.2-1206. Surrender of certificate of title, etc., where motor vehicle acquired for demolition; records to 

be kept by demolisher. 

46.2-1207. Certification of disposal; reimbursement of locality by Commissioner. 

46.2-1208. Vehicles abandoned on private property other than garages. 

 


